TIPS FOR WRITING AN ESSAY

Your essay is an opportunity for you to provide additional information about yourself to the Scholarship
Committee that your grades and test scores can’t reveal. This information will give them a clearer and better
idea of your personality, character, and is also an opportunity to show case your strengths and writing skills.
Remember to always proofread your essay carefully before submitting.

e BRAINSTORMING
Start by writing down your personality traits and your strengths
e COMPOSE 15" DRAFT —
After you have written down all of your ideas, create an outline to organize your essay.

Decide where your examples would best fit Write your 1% draft (doesn’t have to be perfect) Just allow your
ideas and thoughts to flow creatively. You can correct mistakes and improve your writing in a draft at a later
time.

e DEVELOP 3 ESSAY PARTS
Introduction — one paragraph that introduces your essay
Body-several paragraphs explaining the main idea with examples
Conclusion- one paragraph that summarize and end the essay

e BE SPECIFIC

Give essay focus by figuring out how the topic relates to your personal qualities and then approach at a
specific angle. Make sure everything you write supports the viewpoint.

e BE HONEST
Don’t write what you think the committee wants to hear, answer the question honestly.
e GET FEEDBACK

Show your draft to a family member, friend or teacher. Ask if it makes sense, does it answer the essay topic
and solicit their feedback.

Consider their feedback and make changes
e PROOFREAD AND MAKE CORRECTIONS
Reread your essay carefully, checking for typos, spelling and grammatical errors

Ask someone who hasn’t seen it to review...They will recognize errors you didn’t catch



